Introduction
Mammalian teeth are attached to the bones of the jaws and supported during function by a connective tissue organ, the periodontium.
The teeth comprise primarily a mineralized connective tissue, the dentine, that is traversed by tubules.
That part of the dentine that forms the crown of the tooth is covered by enamel, the hardest tissue in the body. The dentine also encloses the pulp chamber, which is filled with a soft connective tissue that is richly supplied by vessels and nerves, the pulp. The odontoblasts, which synthesize dentine, reside at the periphery of the pulp (22 
Results

Figure
la and b shows the locations of the regions of the periodontium described in the text. Specific  FN fluorescence  was present  in virtually  all regions   of the mandible,  including  the gingiva,  periodontal  ligament,   predentine,  many  blood  vessel  walls,  alveolar  bone,  incisor and molar dentine, and molar cementum. Figure  9 ). FN labeling appeared to vary in intensity within the gingiva but it was particularly intense within the dento-periosteal fibers ( Figure  10 ) and at the dento-gingival junction. Low intensity FN labeling was also present in a zone corresponding to the basement membrane underlying the gingival epithelium ( Figure  1 1 ).
General Findings
Molar and incisor periodontal ligaments.
In the molar, In the interior Figure 10 . FN labeling is more intense in the dentoperiosteal fibers (DP) than in the neighboring region of gingival lamina propria (LP Figure  3 ). FN labeling was absent from the granular layer ofTomes in the coronal part of the root ( Figure  15 ), however, labeling was observed to be associated with apparently unoccupied spaces in the granular layer of Tomes in the more apical part of the root (Figure  16 ). Figure  17 ). As noted above, FN labeling was not present in the cementurn of the incisor ( Figure  5 ). 
Cementum
